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486 Fouque's Undine. [Oct. 

with the means of ready reference to the leading cases, to 
which his text-books so frequently direct him. In this latter 
view, the present work forms an indispensable companion to 
Judge Story's Commentaries on the Constitution, as well as to 
those of Chancellor Kent. To render the volume perfect in 
this respect, the editor has, with good judgment, added the 
decisions of the Supreme Court, delivered by other judges 
prior to the death of its late, lamented chief. 

It is superfluous, at this day, and after what we have here- 
tofore said, to add a remark upon the opinions of Chief Justice 
Marshall, whom his illustrious compeer has, with such appro- 
priate emphasis, styled "The Expounder of the Constitu- 
tion." They will go down to posterity as contemporaneous 
expositions, shedding a flood of light upon that great instru- 
ment ; not to be obscured but by a ruthless violation of the 
spirit of the text itself. We have only to express our judg- 
ment, that the editor of this volume has rendered an essential 
service to the country at large, as well as to the student of 
constitutional law, by its publication; and that, without it, no 
apparatus for this important study can be deemed complete. 



3. — Undine, a Miniature Romance. From the German of 
Baron de la Motte Fouo.u£. Colman's Library of 
Romance. New York. 1839. 12mo. pp.211. 

FouQjJfi's beautiful little Romance is too well known to need 
any detailed criticism at our hands. We mention it now, 
merely to say, that the new translation, — understood to be 
from the pen of a retired scholar of Massachusetts, — is dis- 
tinguished by close fidelity to the original, and by elegance 
and freedom at the same time. It is evidently a work of love. 
The translator's mind is pervaded by the spirit of the book, 
and he has therefore been able to reproduce it, with all the life 
and delicate beauty which the original exhibits on every page. 
A work of such pure imagination as Undine, — so exquisitely 
conceived, and so admirably sustained in all its parts, — re- 
quires in the translator a taste, a fancy, and a command over 
the resources of language, not ordinarily possessed. All these 
conditions are fulfilled in the work before us; and we hope the 
translator will feel himself bound to try his hand again in the 
same way. It will be doing good service to the literature of 
the country. 



